I he siiocK of separation.
marriage, lived for .sonu: time with Mrs. Johnson at I lampstead', that she indulged herself in country air and nice living, at an unsuitable expense'-1, while her husband was drudging in the smoke of London, and that slu: by no means treated him with that eomplaeency which is the most engaging quality in a wile. Hut all this is perfectly compatible with his fondness (or her, especially when it is remembered that he had a high opinion of her understanding, and that the impressions which her beauty, real or imaginary, had originally made upon his faiuy, being continued by habit, had not been effaced, though she. herself was doubtless much altered for the worse. The dreadful shock of .separation took place in the night; ami he immediately dispatched a letter to his friend, the Reverend Dr. Taylor, which, as Taylor told me, expressed grief in the strongest manner he had ever read; so that it is much to be regretted it has not been preserved1. The letter was brought to 1 >r. Taylor, at his house in the Cloisters, Westminster, about three in the morning; and as it signified an earnest desire to see him, he got tip, ami went In Johnson as soon as he was dressed, and found him in tears and in extreme agitation. After being a little while together, Johnson requested him to join with him in prayer. He then prayed extempore, as did Dr. Taylor; and thus, by means of that piety which was ever his primary object, his troubled mind WHS, in .some degree, soothed and composed. The next day lie wrote as follows:
'To TIIK KKVKUKNH I lit. TAVI.OU. 1 DKAH Snt,
'l.el me have your company and instruction.    Do not live away I'miii me.    My distress is great.
'   Sec /'i'i/, Nnv.  l<i,  1>'H.|, lintc.
•" 'I'lii' Anilerdon MSS. contain an
ill 11 nil I nil. ill' It'll IT, 11.lire I July (, I'/ijI, inilli our Mtlihcll, ;i liaileMilitn in t'li;illilir> '.trri-l, plrv.iii); Jnlill'.im lu
pay /.,!, ilnc liy lii-i wife ever t.inie Auj,;ti'.l, r/.|ii, and thic.iieniiu; le(;al pmi cciliiij,;-. in cultii'ii1 payment. *l'hi>. litllft Mr. Ho-iiu-ll had i-ndin'.eil, ' I'lnrif ui Ui. JII|III'.IIH'N Wl'fd lirtl
c in tini*.lani r-t in 1751.'
' In iht1 liftit. Atiti>. fur Kfliniary, '7')-li (p. UK),) wits printi'tl a Irlli't IMi-lciulini; in In- that wiitifti hy InhiiMm on ihc death ul his wilt1, lini it ih merely a U.ur.nipi ul the ijtht mnnlier <>( Tltt Itllfr. \ lii liiimis ilati- (Maidi r/, 1751. I'. M..I w.i-, lidded hy stinte pei-iim pirvimr, 10 this paper lieiii).! sent in ilir piilili'.lu'r of (hill ntisi'i'llany, [n ^;ive u cnlimr In ihiii ileieption. MAI iiNI-..
1 Prayrd  too     jugem et velitis huic indulgentissimi
